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Tour Summary 

 

Day 1 - November 1: After a filling lunch at our hotel 
in Tafí del Valle, we headed off to the nearby la 
Angostura Lake for an excellent afternoon of 
waterbirding. Amongst the many species of ducks, we 
identified four different coot species including nesting 
Andean Coots, fluffy-necked Andean Geese, 
uncommon Grey-hooded Gulls, a gorgeous Ringed 
Teal and a flock of migrating White-browed Ground 
Tyrants. 
 
Day 2 - November 2: Today we headed back towards 
Tucumán for our first attempt at birding the unique 
Yungas Forest bioregion. It wasn’t long before we 
were enjoying amazing looks at our first two 
Argentinian endemics, Yellow-striped Brushfinch and 

White-browed Tapaculo, along with Yungas endemics Brown-capped Redstart and Rusty-browed Warbling 
Finch. Our biggest target of the day, Rufous-throated Dipper, gave us a run for our money, but before long we 
had two birds chasing each other right below us, and later we stumbled upon an individual delivering food to 
its nest. On a shrubland stop on our way back to the hotel we got great looks at White-banded Mockingbird and 
the diminutive Grey-hooded Parakeet. 
 
Day 3 - November 3: Leaving Tafí and heading west we slowly ascended into the shrubby puna grasslands toward 
the el Infiernillo Pass at just over 3000metres above sea level. A great morning of birding followed with amazing 
looks at another endemic, Moreno’s Ground Dove, an incredibly cooperative near-endemic Tucumán Mountain 
Finch and numerous Andean Tinamous walking in the open. Thanks to a tip from a friendly passer-by, we 
backtracked a few km to a group of 28 Andean Condors feeding on a carcass about 150m off the road. It was a 
truly memorable experience when some of the group flushed and flew directly overhead at low altitude. To cap 
off the day we scored two more endemics in White-throated Cachalote and Monte Yellow Finch as well as a 
lucky sighting of the difficult Black-crowned Monjita.  
 
Day 4 - November 4: The scenery rivalled the birds in quality today as we traversed a landscape of pristine desert 
habitat and picturesque sandstone cliffs and canyons. The desert was in bloom and full of birds, and we quickly 
saw some excellent species representative of this 
habitat including White-tipped Plantcutter, Chaco 
Earthcreeper, White-fronted Woodpecker and 
Rufous-sided Warbling Finch. While waking amongst 
towering red rock cliffs and sandy washes we scored 
two more tricky endemics; Steinbach’s Canastero 
and Sandy Gallito, which put on quite a show as it ran 
circles around our clicking cameras! 
 
Day 5 - November 5: We began our long drive to the 
desert grasslands of Los Cardones National Park 
before dawn, on the way getting spectacularly close 
looks at Rufous-bellied Mountain Tanager. A long 
hike through the park provided us with some great 
birds; the difficult Rufous-webbed Bush Tyrant, an 

Moreno’s Ground Dove by Bobby Wilcox 

Rufous-throated Dipper by Bobby Wilcox 
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Ornate Tinamou father with a young chick, a Variable 
Hawk feeding nestlings and a Southern Mountain 
Vizcacha, a cliff-dwelling rodent that looks like an 
amalgam of a giant squirrel and a rabbit. But the 
highlight of the day was an incredible aerial dogfight 
worthy of Top Gun, featuring a lightning fast and highly 
manoeuvrable Aplomado Falcon slowly wearing down 
a doomed Chiguanco Thrush until finally snatching it 
from mid-air in its talons and flying right past us and off 
into the cliffs!  
 
Day 6 - November 6: This morning we struck eastward 
on a winding drive through the Rio Juramento Gorge 
into the western edge of the dry Chaco desert. Birding 
was a little slow, but we still managed some nice 

species including Masked Gnatcatcher, Golden-olive Woodpecker, Variable Antshrike and Ultramarine 
Grosbeak. On the way out of the canyon we spotted a few Black-legged Seriemas before they bounded off into 
the underbrush on their powerful legs. 
 
Day 7 - November 7: Today we began our exploration of the lowland dry Chaco habitat near the isolated hamlet 
of Joaquin V. Gonzalez. Our efforts were concentrated around the nearby Dique el Tunal, a dam with nice lake 
and wetland habitat on one side and Chaco Forest on the other. The lake was incredibly productive with 
hundreds of waterbirds and shorebirds including Brazilian Teal, Maguari and Wood Storks, Roseate Spoonbill 
and a few Large-billed Tern, rare for this area. The forest produced some of the more spectacular small 
flycatchers like Pearly-vented Tody-Tyrant and Ochre-faced Tody-Flycatcher as well as excellent looks at the 
recently split Moss-backed Sparrow. 
 
Day 8 - November 8: Our final morning in the Chaco area started well with sightings of a family of Greater Rhea 
on the way to our first birding destination. Though our intended destination was thwarted by a rickety bridge, 
we still managed some nice trip birds including Chaco Puffbird, Scaly-headed Parrot and Two-banded Warbler. 
 
Day 9 - November 9: Braving smoky skies from months of persistent wildfires, we ventured into the typically 
lush lowland cloud forest of Calilegua National Park in search of more Yungas endemics. Even though activity 
was depressed due to historically dry conditions, we were still able to tick off some great birds like Black-banded 
and Great Rufous Woodcreepers, shockingly close looks at a pair of Yellow-collared Macaws and displaying 
Crested Oropendolas. And in a classic buzzer-beater, 
just as we were getting ready to head home for dinner, 
we tried one more call-out for the spectacular Giant 
Antshrike. We were about to give up when suddenly it 
called back and popped out barely 10m from us in a viny 
tangle. A truly epic bird to close out the day! 
 
Day 10 - November 10: Today was focused on Yungas 
Forest clean up before heading into the Puna. Luck 
favoured us during a great morning of birding with 
magnificent looks at two of our big targets, Cream-
backed Woodpecker and Fulvous-headed Brushfinch. A 
huge mixed flock a bit later contained Rust-and-yellow 

Fulvous-headed Brushfinch by Bobby Wilcox 

Cream-backed Woodpecker by Bobby Wilcox 
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Tanager and Rusty Flowerpiercer and we got uncommonly good 
views of Buff-banded Tyrannulet while enjoying our picnic lunch. 
 
Day 11 - November 11: The Puna paid big dividends today as our 
first day of truly high elevation altiplano birding was good for 
over 25 new trip birds. At our first stop we secured excellent 
looks at the range-restricted Brown-backed Mockingbird, the 
vociferous Long-tailed Meadowlark and lovely White Monjita. 
Our first Puna lagoon visit was filled to the brim with very tame 
Giant Coots, Silvery Grebes, Puna Teal, and a cooperative and 
show-stopping Many-colored Rush Tyrant. A small, ephemeral 
lagoon on the way to la Quiaca provided some of the best birding 
of the trip with spectacularly close views of all three flamingos, 
Andean Avocet, and numerous new shorebirds. 
 
Day 12 - November 12: With a few last holes to fill up in our list 
we headed for the nearby town of Yavi, hoping for flocks of 
songbirds in this desert oasis. While activity was a little low, we 
still managed some nice new species, Citron-headed Yellow 

Finch, Grass Wren and White-winged Cinclodes, amongst many other old friends. In the afternoon we set off 
on a long and winding road to over 4 500m in search of one of the most coveted birds in South America, the 
Diademed Sandpiper-Plover. Picking up Grey-breasted Seedsnipe and Red-backed Sierra Finch along the way, 
we finally arrived at the boggy stream with high hopes and little 
time before we needed to head back for dinner. Luck was on our 
side however, and after less than a minute of searching we 
located a pair of Diademed Sandpiper-Plovers at close range! 
What a phenomenal bird to close out our last full day of birding!! 
 
Day 13 - November 13: With a long road ahead back to Salta, 
today was primarily a driving day. But we did manage one new 
trip bird, a couple of Puna Plovers mixed in with hundreds of 
flamingos at a very productive roadside pond. And we’ll always 
remember our first and only Rufous-capped Antshrike of the trip 
as we had to tip-toe through a veritable minefield of discarded 
toilet paper at a bizarre, makeshift roadside toilet. But we got 
great looks and great photos of both the antshrike and the skulky 
Azara’s Spinetail, so our sacrifice was ultimately worth it! 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Annotated List of species recorded 

For the species list and more photos, please see the eBird Trip Report: https://ebird.org/tripreport/84897 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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